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Stave Three – Scrooge is changing 
 

Look through the descriptions of Scrooge below, both from the narrator and from other 
characters in the text. 

 
1. Pick out all the words that show that Scrooge is changing and explain how they 

illustrate his changing personality. 
2. What can you tell about other characters’ opinions of Scrooge? 
3. Why do you think Dickens has chosen to show Scrooge both the Cratchits’ Christmas 

and Scrooge’s nephew’s family’s Christmas? 
4. Look through the staves both before and after this one and make a list of words and 

phrases which show Scrooge’s personality and others’ opinions of him.  You could 
make a diagram of the words and phrases for an effective wall display. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scrooge entered timidly, and hung 
his head before this Spirit.  He 
was not the dogged Scrooge he 
had been 

Scrooge reverently did so. 

‘Spirit,’ said Scrooge submissively 

Scrooge did as he was told ‘Spirit,’ said Scrooge, with an 
interest he had never felt before 

Scrooge hung his head … and 
was overcome with penitence and 
grief. 

Scrooge bent before the Ghost’s 
rebuke, and trembling cast his 
eyes upon the ground. 

‘… such an odious, stingy, hard, 
unfeeling man as Mr Scrooge.’ Scrooge was the Ogre of the 

family.  The mention of his name 
cast a dark shadow on the party, 
which was not dispelled for full five 
minutes. 

Scrooge had his eye upon them, 
and especially on Tiny Tim, until 
the last. 

To Scrooge’s horror … 

‘He’s a comical old fellow … and 
not so pleasant as he might be.  
However his offences carry their 
own punishment’ 

‘His wealth is of no use to him.’ 
‘I have no patience with him’ 

‘I am sorry for him … Who suffers 
by his ill whims?  Himself, always.’ ‘I pity him.’ 

… he softened more and more … he begged like a boy to be 
allowed to stay until the guests 
departed. 

‘He has given us plenty of 
merriment, I am sure …’ 

Uncle Scrooge had imperceptibly 
become so gay and light of heart 

Scrooge started back, appalled. ww
w.

m
or

el
ea

rn
in

g.
ne

t


