
  Writing Skills 

Speech writing 1.doc © www.morelearning.net 2008 Page 1 of 3 

The skill of speech writing 
 

Writing an effective speech is a skill.  Writers use what are called rhetorical devices to make 
their speeches sound good, to make people listen to them and to make people believe that 
what they are saying is right. 

 
1. Some of the rhetorical devices writers use are listed below.  You may recognise some of 

them from your study of poetry.  Find out what they all mean and write a definition.  
Some blank spaces have been left for you to fill in any other rhetorical devices you know 
or come across: 

 
 

Alliteration  

 
Anecdote  

 
Assonance  

 
Contrasting pairs  

 
Parallel pairs  

 
Personal pronouns  

 
Repetition  

 
Rhetorical questions  

 
Statistics  

 
Well known references (e.g. biblical)  

 
  

 
  

 
2. Now, colour in each of the spaces to the left of the rhetorical devices with a different 

colour to create a key or legend for your rhetorical devices. 
 
3. Read through the extracts from famous speeches on the next two pages. 
 
4. Shade each rhetorical device you find with the correct colour, according to your key. 
 
5. The speeches are all famous and remembered because they were so effective: 

persuasive; moving; inspirational or a combination of all these.  Explain why you think 
the speeches are effective. 

 
6. Remembering to include these devices, write a speech either about someone that you 

admire or to persuade students that they should do at least an hour’s homework each 
night. 
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Extracts from famous speeches 
 

But we refuse to believe that the bank of justice is bankrupt. We refuse to believe that there 
are insufficient funds in the great vaults of opportunity of this nation. And so, we've come to 
cash this check, a check that will give us upon demand the riches of freedom and the 
security of justice. 
 
We have also come to this hallowed spot to remind America of the fierce urgency of Now. 
This is no time to engage in the luxury of cooling off or to take the tranquilizing drug of 
gradualism. Now is the time to make real the promises of democracy. Now is the time to rise 
from the dark and desolate valley of segregation to the sunlit path of racial justice. Now is 
the time to lift our nation from the quicksands of racial injustice to the solid rock of 
brotherhood. Now is the time to make justice a reality for all of God's children. 
 
From: Martin Luther King’s ‘I have a dream’ speech, 1963 
 
And I want to say something to the schoolchildren of America who were watching the live 
coverage of the shuttle's take-off. I know it's hard to understand, but sometimes painful 
things like this happen. It's all part of the process of exploration and discovery. It's all part of 
taking a chance and expanding man's horizons. The future doesn't belong to the 
fainthearted; it belongs to the brave. The Challenger crew was pulling us into the future, and 
we'll continue to follow them. 
I've always had great faith in and respect for our space program. And what happened today 
does nothing to diminish it. We don't hide our space program. We don't keep secrets and 
cover things up. We do it all up front and in public. That's the way freedom is, and we 
wouldn't change it for a minute.  
We'll continue our quest in space. There will be more shuttle flights and more shuttle crews 
and, yes, more volunteers, more civilians, more teachers in space. Nothing ends here; our 
hopes and our journeys continue. 
 
From: Ronald Reagan’s speech on the Space Shuttle ‘Challenger’ disaster, 1986 
 
LONDON I stand before you today, the representative of a family in grief, in a country in 
mourning, before a world in shock.  
 
We are all united, not only in our desire to pay our respects to Diana but rather in our need 
to do so. For such was her extraordinary appeal that the tens of millions of people taking part 
in this service all over the world, via television and radio, who never actually met her, feel 
that they, too, lost someone close to them in the early hours of Sunday morning. It is a more 
re- markable tribute to Diana than I can ever hope to offer her today.  
 
Diana was the very essence of compassion, of duty, of style, of beauty. All over the world, 
she was a symbol of selfless humanity. All over the world, a standard bearer for the rights of 
the truly downtrodden, a very British girl who transcended nationality. Someone with a 
natural nobility who was classless and who proved in the last year that she needed no royal 
title to continue to generate her particular brand of magic.  
 
Today is our chance to say thank you for the way you brightened our lives, even though God 
granted you but half a life. We will all feel cheated, always, that you were taken from us so 
young, and yet we must learn to be grateful that you came along at all. Only now that you 
are gone do we truly appreciate what we are now without and we want you to know that life 
without you is very, very difficult.  
 
From: Earl Spencer’s Eulogy at Princess Diana’s funeral, 1997 
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We go to liberate not to conquer. We will not fly our flags in their country.  We are entering 
Iraq to free a people and the only flag which will be flown in that ancient land is their own. 
Show respect for them.  

There are some who are alive at this moment who will not be alive shortly. Those who do not 
wish to go on that journey, we will not send.  

As for the others I expect you to rock their world. Wipe them out if that is what they choose. 
But if you are ferocious in battle remember to be magnanimous in victory.  

Iraq is steeped in history. It is the site of the Garden of Eden, of the Great Flood and the 
birthplace of Abraham. Tread lightly there.  

You will see things that no man could pay to see and you will have to go a long way to find a 
more decent, generous and upright people than the Iraqis.  

You will be embarrassed by their hospitality even though they have nothing.  

Don't treat them as refugees for they are in their own country. Their children will be poor, in 
years to come they will know that the light of liberation in their lives was brought by you.  

From: Lieutenant Colonel Tim Collins’ speech before the invasion of Iraq, 2003 

 

We observe today not a victory of party, but a celebration of freedom -- symbolizing an end, 
as well as a beginning -- signifying renewal, as well as change. For I have sworn before you 
and Almighty God the same solemn oath our forebears prescribed nearly a century and 
three-quarters ago. 

The world is very different now. For man holds in his mortal hands the power to abolish all 
forms of human poverty and all forms of human life. And yet the same revolutionary beliefs 
for which our forebears fought are still at issue around the globe -- the belief that the rights of 
man come not from the generosity of the state, but from the hand of God. 

We dare not forget today that we are the heirs of that first revolution. Let the word go forth 
from this time and place, to friend and foe alike, that the torch has been passed to a new 
generation of Americans -- born in this century, tempered by war, disciplined by a hard and 
bitter peace, proud of our ancient heritage, and unwilling to witness or permit the slow 
undoing of those human rights to which this nation has always been committed, and to which 
we are committed today at home and around the world. 
 
Let every nation know, whether it wishes us well or ill, that we shall pay any price, bear any 
burden, meet any hardship, support any friend, oppose any foe, to assure the survival and 
the success of liberty. 

This much we pledge -- and more. 
 

From: John F Kennedy’s Inaugural address, 1961 
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