You don’'t know me

Animal Imagery

Throughout the novel the narrator, John, uses a lot of animal imagery. Firstly identify
what he is referring to in each of the following extracts and the context:

1. ... waiting for him to 3. | believe it is a monitor
pet you like a dog lizard.
or stroke you like a

cat

- 7. 1 my dead fiSh
gaze.

9. Itis no longer the sound of a wolf
cub in a snow cave. It is the sound
of a ravenous polar bear in a
penguin sanctuary

13. ... asif itis so overcome with the
poignancy of the moment that it is

tempted to slither off his face and hide
in the collar of his starched white shirt.

Once you have identified what John is referring to in each of these examples explain
why you think the image Klass, the author, creates is effective.

Now try to think of some animal imagery of your own for ordinary occurences. Use
the following to help you get started:

students lining up for a class;

people laughing;

the noise of a lorry or truck;

one person walking along a street in the dark.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

You don’'t know me

Teacher’s answers:
The man who isn't his father sitting on the sofa beside his mother. (p.2)
John’s tuba. (p.15)
Violent Hayes’ saxophone. (p.19)
Bill Beanman/Billy Beezer. (p.9)
The man who isn't his father sitting on the sofa beside his mother. (p.3)
Boxing on television. (p.50)

Staring back at Mrs Moonface so that he isn’'t asked a maths question.
(p.100)

A rumour — Billy Beezer has been grounded. (p.65)

The sound of Billy Beezer’s stomach. (p.39)

John’s dog, Sprocket. (p.53)

His step-father’'s stomach whilst he is asleep. (p.83)
Describing Glory Hallelujah’s reaction to his note. (p.79)

Mr Steenwilly’s moustache when he is preparing to conduct the school
band. (p.257)

Norman Cough’s reaction when asked a question in maths class. (p.101)
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