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The tragedy of the play 
 

Plot on the graph below the events of the play, carefully charting the rise and fall in the tension of the play.  You will notice that Alfieri’s opening words have 
been put mid-way; this is because although he has given us, the audience, notice that the play will end with bloodshed as we do not know the characters yet 

we probably do not feel that shocked.   

Act 1 Act 2 

Low 
tension 

High 
tension 

Alfieri tells us that 
the events of the 
play will end 
tragically. 
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