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Chapter 4 – quotations 
 

How would the following quotations help you write about Frankenstein or the narrator’s 
attitude towards him? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From this day natural philosophy, and 
particularly chemistry, in the most 
comprehensive sense of the term, 
became nearly my sole occupation. 

… I found even in M.Krempe a great 
deal of sound sense and real 
information, combined, it is true, with a 
repulsive physiognomy and manners, 
but not on that account the less 
valuable. 

My application was at first fluctuating and 
uncertain; it gained strength as I proceeded, 
and soon became so ardent and eager, that 
the stars often disappeared in the light of 
morning whilst I was yet engaged in my 
laboratory. 

To examine the causes of life, we must 
first have recourse to death.  I became 
acquainted with the science of 
anatomy: but this was not sufficient; I 
must also observe the natural decay 
and corruption of the human body. 

Darkness had no effect upon my fancy; and a churchyard was 
to me merely the receptacle of bodies deprived of life, which, 
from being the seat of beauty and strength, had become food 
for the worm. 

Now I was led to examine the cause and progress of this decay, and forced to spend 
days and nights in vaults and charnel-houses.  My attention was fixed upon every 
object the most insupportable to the delicacy of the human feelings.  I saw how the 
fine form of man was degraded and wasted; I beheld the corruption of death succeed 
to the blooming cheek of life; I saw how the worm inherited the wonders of the eye 
and brain. 

… I was surprised, that among so many men 
of genius who had directed their enquiries 
towards the same science, that I alone 
should be reserved to discover so 
astonishing a secret. 

The astonishment which I had at first 
experienced on this discovery soon 
gave place to delight and rapture … 
What had been the study and desire of 
the wisest men since the creation of 
the world was now within my grasp. 

I doubted at first whether I should attempt the creation of a being like myself … but 
my imagination was too much exalted by my first success to permit me to doubt of 
my ability to give life to an animal as complex and wonderful as man. 
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As the minuteness of the parts formed a great 
hindrance to my speed, I resolved, contrary to my 
first intention, to make the being of a gigantic 
stature; that is to say, about eight feet in height, 
and proportionally large. 

No one can conceive the variety 
of feelings which bore me 
onwards, like a hurricane, in the 
first enthusiasm of success … A 
new species would bless me as 
its creator and source; many 
happy and excellent natures 
would owe their being to me. 

One secret which I alone possessed was 
the hope to which I dedicated myself; and 
moon gazed on my midnight labours, 
while, with unrelaxed and breathless 
eagerness, I pursued nature to her hiding-
places. 

Who shall conceive the horrors of my secret 
toil as I dabbled among the unhallowed 
damps of the grave or tortured the living 
animal to animate the lifeless clay? 

My limbs now tremble, and my eyes swim 
with the remembrance; but then a resistless, 
and almost frantic impulse, urged me 
forward; I seemed to have lost all soul or 
sensation but for this one pursuit. 

I collected bones from charnel-houses 
and disturbed, with profane fingers, the 
tremendous secrets of the human frame.   

In a solitary chamber, or rather cell, at the top 
of the house, and separated from all the 
other apartments by a gallery and staircase, I 
kept my workshop of filthy creation. 
 

The summer months passed while I was 
thus engaged, heart and soul, in one 
pursuit.  It was a most beautiful season; 
never did the fields bestow a more 
plentiful harvest, or the vines yield a 
more luxuriant vintage: but my eyes were 
insensible to the charms of nature.   

And the same feelings which made me 
neglect the scenes around me caused me 
also to forget those friends who were so 
many miles absent, and whom I had not seen 
for so long a time. 

I then thought that my father would be unjust if he ascribed my neglect to vice, or faultiness 
on my part, but I am now convinced that he was justified in conceiving that I should not be 
altogether free from blame.  A human being in perfection ought always to preserve a calm 
and peaceful mind, and never to allow passion or a transitory desire to disturb his 
tranquility.  I do not think that the pursuit of knowledge is an exception to this rule. 

Winter, spring, and summer passed away 
during my labours; but I did not watch the 
blossom or the expanding leaves – sights 
which before always yielded me supreme 
delight – so deeply was I engrossed in my 
occupation. 
 

But my enthusiasm was checked by my 
anxiety, and I appeared rather like one 
doomed by slavery to toil in the mines … 
Every night I was oppressed by a slow 
fever, and I became nervous to a most 
painful degree; the fall of a leaf startled 
me, and I shunned my fellow-creatures 
as if I had been guilty of a crime. 
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