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Chapter 5 gothic quotations 

Firstly, look at the following list, taken from: http://www.virtualsalt.com/gothic.htm, which 
gives a summary of what elements can constitute gothic in a text: 

1. Setting in a castle. The action takes place in and around an old castle, sometimes 
seemingly abandoned, sometimes occupied. The castle often contains secret passages, trap 
doors, secret rooms, dark or hidden staircases, and possibly ruined sections. The castle may 
be near or connected to caves, which lend their own haunting flavor with their branchings, 
claustrophobia, and mystery.  

2. An atmosphere of mystery and suspense. The work is pervaded by a threatening 
feeling, a fear enhanced by the unknown. Often the plot itself is built around a mystery, such 
as unknown parentage, a disappearance, or some other inexplicable event. Elements 3, 4, 
and 5 below contribute to this atmosphere 

3. An ancient prophecy is connected with the castle or its inhabitants (either former or 
present). The prophecy is usually obscure, partial, or confusing. "What could it mean?"  

4. Omens, portents, visions. A character may have a disturbing dream vision, or some 
phenomenon may be seen as a portent of coming events. For example, if the statue of the 
lord of the manor falls over, it may portend his death.  

5. Supernatural or otherwise inexplicable events. Dramatic, amazing events occur, such 
as ghosts or giants walking, or inanimate objects (such as a suit of armor or painting) coming 
to life. In some works, the events are ultimately given a natural explanation, while in others 
the events are truly supernatural.  

6. High, even overwrought emotion. The narration may be highly sentimental, and the 
characters are often overcome by anger, sorrow, surprise, and especially, terror. Characters 
suffer from raw nerves and a feeling of impending doom. Crying and emotional speeches are 
frequent. Breathlessness and panic are common. 

7. Women in distress. As an appeal to the pathos and sympathy of the reader, the female 
characters often face events that leave them fainting, terrified, screaming, and/or sobbing. A 
lonely, pensive, and oppressed heroine is often the central figure of the novel, so her 
sufferings are even more pronounced and the focus of attention. The women suffer all the 
more because they are often abandoned, left alone (either on purpose or by accident), and 
have no protector at times.  

8. Women threatened by a powerful, impulsive, tyrannical male. One or more male 
characters has the power, as king, lord of the manor, father, or guardian, to demand that one 
or more of the female characters do something intolerable. The woman may be commanded 
to marry someone she does not love (it may even be the powerful male himself), or commit a 
crime.  

9. The metonymy of gloom and horror. Metonymy is a subtype of metaphor, in which 
something (like rain) is used to stand for something else (like sorrow).   

10. The vocabulary of the gothic. The constant use of the appropriate vocabulary set 
creates the atmosphere of the gothic.  Words such as, diabolical, secret, afflicted, agony, 
mournfully, amazement, astonished, anxious, breathless, running, raving, wrath, enormous, 
tremendous are all examples of typical vocabulary in gothic literature. 

http://www.morelearning.net
http://www.virtualsalt.com/gothic.htm


  Frankenstein 

Chapter 5.doc © www.morelearning.net 2008 Page 2 of 3 

Now read through the following quotations and decide in what ways, if any, they fit in to 
the gothic literary tradition; the first one has been done as an example for you. 

1. ‘It was on a dreary night of November that I beheld the accomplishment of my toils.’  

 

 

 

These three elements can be seen as metonymic because the bad weather, darkness 
and winter month all suggest something mysterious and horrific is about to happen. 

2. ‘With an anxiety that almost amounted to agony, I collected the instruments of life 
around me, that I might infuse a spark of being into the lifeless thing that lay at my 
feet.’  

3. ‘It was already one in the morning …’ 

4. ‘… the rain pattered dismally against the panes, and my candle was nearly burnt out’ 

5. ‘… by the glimmer of the half-extinguished light, I saw the dull yellow eye of the 
creature open; it breathed hard, and a convulsive motion agitated its limbs.’  

6. ‘His limbs were in proportion, and I had selected his features as beautiful. Beautiful! 
Great God! His yellow skin scarcely covered the work of muscles and arteries beneath; 
his hair was of a lustrous black, and flowing; his teeth of a pearly whiteness; but these 
luxuriances only formed a more horrid contrast with his watery eyes, that seemed 
almost of the same colour as the dun-white sockets in which they were set, his 
shrivelled complexion and straight black lips.’  

7. ‘I had worked hard for nearly two years, for the sole purpose of infusing life into an 
inanimate body. For this I had deprived myself of rest and health. I had desired it with 
an ardour that far exceeded moderation; but now that I had finished, the beauty of the 
dream vanished, and breathless horror and disgust filled my heart.’ 

8. ‘Unable to endure the aspect of the being I had created, I rushed out of the room and 
continued a long time traversing my bed-chamber, unable to compose my mind to 
sleep.’  

9. ‘I slept, indeed, but I was disturbed by the wildest dreams. I thought I saw Elizabeth, in 
the bloom of health, walking in the streets of Ingolstadt. Delighted and surprised, I 
embraced her, but as I imprinted the first kiss on her lips, they became livid with the 
hue of death; her features appeared to change, and I thought that I held the corpse of 
my dead mother in my arms; a shroud enveloped her form, and I saw the grave-worms 
crawling in the folds of the flannel.’  

10. ‘I started from my sleep with horror; a cold dew covered my forehead, my teeth 
chattered, and every limb became convulsed’  

11. ‘… by the dim and yellow light of the moon, as it forced its way through the window 
shutters, I beheld the wretch—the miserable monster whom I had created.’  

Bad weather. Winter month when there is not much light even in 
daytime. 

Night time when bad things usually happen. 
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12. ‘He held up the curtain of the bed; and his eyes, if eyes they may be called, were fixed 
on me. His jaws opened, and he muttered some inarticulate sounds, while a grin 
wrinkled his cheeks. He might have spoken, but I did not hear; one hand was stretched 
out, seemingly to detain me, but I escaped and rushed downstairs.’  

13. ‘I remained during the rest of the night, walking up and down in the greatest agitation, 
listening attentively, catching and fearing each sound as if it were to announce the 
approach of the demoniacal corpse to which I had so miserably given life.’  

14. ‘A mummy again endued with animation could not be so hideous as that wretch. I had 
gazed on him while unfinished; he was ugly then, but when those muscles and joints 
were rendered capable of motion, it became a thing such as even Dante could not 
have conceived.’  

15. ‘I passed the night wretchedly. Sometimes my pulse beat so quickly and hardly that I 
felt the palpitation of every artery; at others, I nearly sank to the ground through 
languor and extreme weakness.’  

16. ‘Mingled with this horror, I felt the bitterness of disappointment; dreams that had been 
my food and pleasant rest for so long a space were now become a hell to me; and the 
change was so rapid, the overthrow so complete!’ 

17. ‘Morning, dismal and wet, at length dawned and discovered to my sleepless and 
aching eyes the church of Ingolstadt, its white steeple and clock, which indicated the 
sixth hour.’  

18. ‘I … felt impelled to hurry on, although drenched by the rain which poured from a black 
and comfortless sky.’  

19. ‘My heart palpitated in the sickness of fear, and I hurried on with irregular steps, not 
daring to look about me’ 

20. ‘This was the commencement of a nervous fever which confined me for several 
months.’ 
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