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About two o’clock the mist cleared away, and
we beheld, stretched out in every direction, vast
and irregular plains of ice, which seemed to
have no end. Some of my comrades groaned,
and my mind began to grow watchful withand my mind began to grow watchful with
anxious thoughts, when a strange sight
suddenly attracted our attention, and diverted
our solicitude from our own situations.
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We perceived a low carriage, fixed on a sledge and 
drawn by dogs, pass on towards the north, at the 
distance of half a mile; a being which had the 
shape of a man, but apparently of gigantic stature, 
sat in the sledge, and guided the dogs.  We 
watched the rapid progress of the traveller with our 
telescopes until he was lost among the distant 
inequalities of the ice.
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This appearance excited our unqualified wonder.  
We were, as we believed, many hundred miles 
from any land; but this apparition seemed to denote 
that it was not, in reality, so distant as we had 
supposed.  Shut in, however, by ice, it was 
impossible to follow his track, which we had 
observed with the greatest attention.
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How does the writer create 
tension?tension?
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How does the writer create tension?

About two o’clock the mist cleared away, and we 
beheld, stretched out in every direction, vast and 
irregular plains of ice, which seemed to have no 

Bad weather: things can not be seen 
clearly – an air of mystery

Sense of isolation
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irregular plains of ice, which seemed to have no 
end.

Freezing temperatures: everything is 
cold.

No escape
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How does the writer create tension?

Some of my comrades groaned, and my 
mind began to grow watchful with anxious 
thoughts, when a strange sight suddenly 

Unhappy mood; miserable

Alert and pensive
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thoughts, when a strange sight suddenly 
attracted our attention, and diverted our 
solicitude from our own situations.

Something unknown Unexpected
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