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In Performance – Reduced Shakespeare style 
 

Get into groups of 3 or 4. 
 
Your task is to perform a shortened version of Hamlet but with all the main events still 
included. 
 
The play should take as little time as possible – 60 seconds is your target but as the 
original can take 4 hours and 20 minutes you’ll be forgiven for anything up to 5 
minutes. 
 
You need to get in as many quotations from the play as you can. 
 
The audience still needs to recognise which character is which so even though you’ll 
each have to be more than one character there should be something which makes it 
obvious who you are.  If you play the ghost for example, lifting your arms up and 
moaning ‘Whoooaaaaaahhhh’ Scooby Doo style is acceptable. 
 
 
Princes make prizes!  Chocolate available for the best interpretations 
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