
 Inform, explain, describe 
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Describe a busy shopping mall 
 
You have 45 minutes to complete your answer. 
 
 Do a plan first. 

 Remember to consider: sight, sound, smell, taste, touch 

 Focus on a moment in time.  Don’t try to include details of the journey there or 
back. 

 Focus on the question and answer it.  Don’t write about an empty shopping mall 
or the day a celebrity visited. 

 Think of an interesting opening line to hook the reader.  Don’t write: ‘When I 
went to the shopping mall …’ 

 Place your reader directly in the picture: 

‘Looking in the window, the old man put his hand up to the glass as if to steady 
himself.’ 

 You can write in past or present tense. 

 Don’t try to be funny: examiners mark to criteria – if you haven’t answered the 
question, you don’t get any marks. 
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