Other Cultures Poetry

Just a minute dominoes

This game is like the Radio 4 show, Just a Minute, in which panelists have to talk about a

given topic for a minute without repetition, hesitation or deviation.

Here each student has a card with a poem and one aspect to do with the poem (such as a
theme, subject matter, presentation). They have to start talking about the stated poem and
the given aspect. If they hesitate, repeat information or deviate another student can ‘buzz’
them and continue (it's up to you whether you make them continue with the same poem or

take up a different choice). This student then gets to start the next round using their card.

You can reduce the amount of time given to each student — use your IWB timer, a stopwatch

or loud alarm clock to record the time.

You can also pair students up depending on their cards and have the whole class at it at
once and then move them round the room to the a different pair of cards each time although
this rather takes away from the feeling of a quiz.

Alternatively, you can get the students to play dominoes with the cards by printing and
laminating sets for pairs. Each time they lay down a domino by poem — aspect — poem they

have to explain the link.

Seven pairs at the end just have the aspect to be discussed on the card: students need to

choose the poem.

One complete page of domino cards is provided on the last page.
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