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What do quotations tell us? 
 

Look through the quotations below and decide who says it, when it happens, and what it 
shows us about the character: 

 

What?  Y’don’t know what the Progress 
Class is?  It’s Mrs Kay’s class.  Y’ go 
down there in the week if y’ can’t do 
sums or writing.  If y’ backward like. 

Who said it? When
? 

 

What does it show us about the 
character? 

I’d just like you to be there and keep an 
eye on things.  … but I get the 
impression she sees education as one 
long game. 

Who said it? When
? 

 

What does it show us about the 
character? 

Will we have t’ get a boat? 

Who said it? When
? 

 

What does it show us about the 
character? ww
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You’ve got some real bright sparks here, 
Mrs Kay.  A right bunch. 

Who said it? When
? 

 

What does it show us about the 
character? 

Y’know them places on the telly.  Where 
they have gardens an’ trees outside an’ 
that. 

Who said it? When
? 

 

What does it show us about the 
character? 

Sir, sir, me mum says nott’n about it but 
when me dad comes homes, sir, he 
belts me. 

Who said it? When
? 

 

What does it show us about the 
character? 
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I only ever did it once, take a Liverpool 
coach load.  I tell you not one word of a 
lie Miss Powell, they’d rob your eyes if 
you wasn’t lookin’. 

Who said it? When
? 

 

What does it show us about the 
character? 

It kills them cos they’re cruel to it.  They 
keep it in a pit so when it gets out it’s 
bound to be mad an’ wanna kill people.  
Don’t you see? 

Who said it? When
? 

 

What does it show us about the 
character? 

Teach them?  Teach them what?  You’ll never 
teach them because nobody knows what to do 
with them.  Ten years ago you could teach 
them to stand in a line, you could teach them 
to obey, to expect a little more than a lousy 
factory job.  But now they haven’t even got 
that to aim for.  … There’s nothing for them to 
do, any of them; most of them were born for 
factory fodder, but the factories have closed 
down. 

Who said it? When
? 

 

What does it show us about the 
character? ww
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