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Answer the following questions: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

a Why do you think the questions have been set out to resemble a clock?  Think about 
the idea of time and movement in the poem. 

 
b What impression do you get of the atmosphere of the poem? 

 

1. What do we learn in the first 
two lines of the poem? 

2. Who do you think the 
speaker is in the poem? 

3. Make a note of all the 
references to movement 
in the poem (such as ‘sit’ 
and ‘look’).  Why might 
they be seen as ironic? 

 

4. What significance is 
there in the number and 
type of questions the 
speaker asks? 

5. Who is ‘my last 
Duchess’ and what has 
happened to her? 

6. What is the effect of 
Browning’s use of a 
dramatic monologue as 
the form of this poem? 

7. List the 
speaker’s 
criticisms of the 
Duchess and 
consider whether 
you think she did 
anything wrong 
or not. 

8. What metre is the 
poem written in?  Why 
does Browning do this 
and what effect does it 
have? 

9. What does the 
speaker confess 
to?  Does he seem 
anxious about 
what he has done? 

10. Who is being 
spoken to in the 
poem and what 
do you imagine 
their reaction is 
to what they are 
told? 

11. What is the 
speaker 
planning at the 
end of the 
poem? 

12. What is your opinion 
of the poem?  Do you 
find it disturbing, creepy, 
amusing, over-the-top or 
something else? 

Robert 
Browning’s 

‘My Last 
Duchess’ 
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