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Austen’s humour: chapters 25-37 
 

Read through the following quotations from the novel and decide who is ‘speaking’; what is 
being discussed; what, if anything, we learn about the speaker; where the humour comes 

from: 
 

Chapter 25: 
 
On being made acquainted with the present Mr Darcy’s treatment of him, she tried to 
remember something of that gentleman’s reputed disposition when quite a lad … and was 
confident at last, she recollected having heard Mr Fitzwilliam Darcy formerly spoken of as a 
very proud, ill-natured boy. 
 
Chapter 27: 
 
… and who, when it came to the point, so little liked her going, that he told her to write to 
him, and almost promised to answer her letter. 
 
Chapter 28: 
 
Here, leading the way through every walk and cross walk, and scarcely allowing them an 
interval to utter the praises he asked for, every view was pointed out with a minuteness 
which left beauty entirely behind. 
 
Chapter 29: 
 
But her commendation, though costing her some trouble, could by no means satisfy Mr 
Collins, and he was very soon obliged to take her Ladyship’s praise into his own hands. 
 
Chapter 30: 
 
She examined into their employments, looked at their work, and advised them to do it 
differently; found fault with the arrangement of the furniture, or detected the housemaid in 
negligence; and if she accepted any refreshment, seemed to do it only for the sake of finding 
out that Mrs Collins’s joints of meat were too large for her family. 
 
Chapter 33: 
 
She felt all the perverseness of the mischance … and to prevent its ever happening again, 
took care to inform him at first, that it was a favourite haunt of hers. – How it could occur a 
second time therefore was very odd! 
 
Chapter 34: 
 
‘In vain have I struggled.  It will not do.  My feelings will not be repressed.  You must allow 
me to tell you how ardently I admire and love you.’ 
 
Chapter 37: 
 
… and on his return, brought back, with great satisfaction, a message from her Ladyship, 
importing that she felt herself so dull as to make her very desirous of having them all to dine 
with her. 
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