Silas Marner

Identifying the important events in the novel

Although we can state that the plot is interwoven and each chapter and event is significant to
the story Eliot tells, it is possible and useful to identify what we think are the most important

events.

See if you can decide what you think are the ten most important events in the novel and
explain the reasons for your choices. You will need to discuss your ideas and you may well
want to amend your list after talking with a partner. Try to illustrate your ideas in a chart like

the one below:

Silas’s arrival in Raveloe.

- N

It is obvious from Eliot’s narration Reveals everyone’s distrust of him
of his past that he has suffered — shows him as isolated. Reason
injustice — gives reader reason to for everyone to stay away.

feel sorry (or sympathise) with

Marner even though he is now a
miser.

Godfrey’s marriage to Molly.

-

Gives a reason why Dunstan has
influence over him and shows that
traditional / accepted bonds
(marriage, children etc) are not
necessarily the best or fair.

Explains the existence of Eppie
and the reason why she is
abandoned in the snow.

Possibly makes the reader feel
that he should suffer because,
when we read about her journey
to the ball, his dislike of her
seems cruel and unjust.
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