Simon Armitage

My father thought ...

Read through the poem and then answer the following questions. Be prepared to shaXgfour,
answers with others in your class:

1. This poem is from a collection called Book of Matches: each poem is supp to be
read in the time it takes for a match to burn down. Why do you think the p%:m itself
does not have a title?

2.  Explain what happens in the poem. Share your understanding gvegt with a
partner.

3. Look through the poem carefully; it is obvious from the quoigeion marks that some of

the poem is the father talking. Which other words and #hiase ou think might be
the father’s words? \

4.  Why does the father say he should have had the ring, * ur nose instead’?

5. The first stanza describes the father’'s reaction tg@rth
second stanza describe?

-piercing; what does the

6. Why, when the speaker describes the way he aye pierced his ear does he use
the words, ‘drive’, ‘skin’ and ‘wear’ but when es what he did do he uses the
words, ‘pierce’, ‘flesh’ and ‘thread’?

7. The speaker explains that ‘the hole be agpore, became a wound, and wept'.
Bearing in mind the father’s reacti t iercing, what double meaning might
there be to these words? \

8.  How do you think the speaker fee

9.  What do you think happens in tH§ thie :
10. When the speaker says, ‘....m voice breaking like a tear,” do you think it is

pronounced as in, ‘l was ¢ @ d a tear rolled down my cheek,’ or, ‘After falling over

there was a tear in my s at difference does the pronunciation make to our
understanding of the poe

11.

12.

13. Can you find
of it?

14. What dogyou
ss, youth, parents, knowledge, something else?

15. do you think of this poem?
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