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Use of the seasons in the novel 
 

In a very old copy of the Brodie’s Notes on the novel (published 1966) it reads, ‘The natural description in the story has a seasonal rhythm, one chiming with 
that of the events in the structure of the story.’ (p.19).   Plot on the graph below the rise and fall in the tension and the time of year in which it occurs.  The 

beginning of the book has been done as an example. 

Spring Summer Autumn Winter 

Low 
tension 

High 
tension 

Tess’s father is told 
he is related to the 
aristocratic 
D’Urberville family 
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