Investigating Literature

Types of narrator &

All novels have a narrator of some sort: someone who tells the story. It is impo t
explore the different types of narrator and the reasons behind an author’s choice
usually has an impact on the narrative and the way in which we view what is writt

e Firstly, decide which of the styles of narration on the left go with the definiti
right by drawing lines to match them up:

Type of narrator Definition

they are not necessarily central to ents.

First person A character within the story %I%Qappens although

The narrator relays o @ experienced by a
character's mind. Th oice’ the prose might seem
rs
op

Third person disjointed as conve s are interrupted by the
character’s thoughts ns of those around them or
even distracted by glfm irrelevant thoughts.

The reader is t sfory from different viewpoints through

Omniscient the novel with veriding voice guiding them as to the
‘truth’. \

, The gll o) story from the perspective of ‘I; the

Unreliable .
protgdonist OT the story relays what happens to them.

Q br who tells the story from a biased perspective and
is Y necessarily trust-worthy in what they relay to the

Multiple

The narrator knows everything about the story and
characters and ‘speaks’ with absolute knowledge of

& everything that has occurred. The truth of what is written
cannot be questioned.

Stream of consciougpess

e Now, thi
has and

t books you have read recently, decide which type of narrator each
ss with a partner the impact that each narrative style has.

iCk a particular type of voice.
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