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Edna O’Brien was quoted recently as saying that in the 

writing of fiction, ‘let us never under-estimate the motive 

of revenge’*; to what extent do you think revenge is 

apparent in Charlotte Brontë’s writing of Jane Eyre and 

how does it affect our sympathies when reading the 

novel? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(*Guardian newspaper 26th April 2008) 
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