Perfume

The character of Grenouille

1. Plot the events of Grenouille’s life on a timeline. Choose which you think are the most
significant and give a talk about them.

2. Find examples and references to the way other people react or interact with
Grenouille. Make a diagram of all the connections between Grenouille and these
characters.

3. Although he is an isolated figure, do you think Grenouille is lonely? Discuss.

4.  What effect does his stay in the cave for seven years have on the narrative? Create
an illustration of the way in which the narrative voice alters through the story.

5. Do you have any sympathy for Grenouille or do you think he is a totally unsympathetic
character? Discuss.

6. Does Grenouille exist? Look through the novel and find quotations and examples
where there are references or suggestions that he does not really exist. Discuss.
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