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Balloon debate 
 

Choose one of the poems from the collection and 
prepare a three minute speech, explaining why it should 
not be the poem to be thrown out of the balloon. 

 
You need to be able to justify keeping it on the basis of: 
 

• The themes of the poem 
• The interesting language use 
• The light it shines for us on the time on which it was 

written or the time in which we read it 
• The implications for understanding other works  
 

You will also need to be prepared to answer questions and fight for 
your poem! 
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