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Understanding the exam question 
 

Use the diagram below to help you revise any question on Tennyson for AQA spec B 
English Literature A2. 
 
AO3 – language, form and structure 
AO4 – critical views 
 
 

 
 
 

Tennyson 

AO3:  
Who is the 

narrator?  Are 
they believable? 

AO3:  
Use of pathetic 

fallacy / paysage 
interieur etc 

AO3:  
Classical 

references.  
Why? 

AO3:  
Focus on key 

words and 
phrases. 

AO3:  
Use of imagery 

AO4:  
Your response to 

the poem.  
Explain WHY. 

AO4:  
Linked with 

context 

AO4:  
What the critics 
had to say.  To 
what extent do 

you agree?  
Why? 
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