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The Changeling: 
Contexts of the 

play 

 
Courtly love: 
What is it?  
Who shows 
it?  How? 

The role of 
women 

Family 
relationships 

Masters and 
servants 

The ideas of 
fools and 
madmen 

Irresponsibility 
versus 

badness (T S 
Eliot) 

Human 
characteristics 

versus the 
nature of evil 

(Irving Ribner) 

Tragedy?  
Comedy? 

Both? 

 
Goodness 

and 
chasteness 

 
Villainy: 

what is it? 

Understanding the exam question 
 

Use the diagram below to help you revise any question on The Changeling for AQA spec B 
English Literature A2. 
 
AO5 - context 
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