
  The Great Gatsby 

Gatsby settings.doc © www.morelearning.net 2008 Page 1 of 1 

Settings 
 

Look at the diagram below, and discuss what the significance might be of the various 
settings.  See if you can add ideas to the diagram which has questions to help you.  Look up 

pertinent quotations for each of the settings and your ideas. 
 
 

Settings 

Nick and Gatsby both live 
in West Egg. 

Daisy and Tom live in the 
more fashionable East 
Egg. 

What is ironic about this 
when you consider the 
American Dream and the 
pioneers’ journey across 
USA? 

Why does the word ‘egg’ 
seem ironic to describe 
these two places to live? 

Myrtle and George live in 
the valley of ashes, half 
way between West Egg 
and New York. 

What might be considered 
significant about where 
they live? 

Tom takes Nick to the 
apartment he keeps in 
New York for him and 
Myrtle. 

What sort of ideas do you 
gain from this setting?  
Why is it important to note 
that they travel there by 
train and taxi? 

Later in the novel Nick, Gatsby, 
Daisy, Tom and Jordan all travel, 
in two cars, to the Plaza Hotel 
where they book the parlour of a 
suite for the afternoon. 

In what ways is this also 
significant and how can it 
be linked to Nick, Tom and 
Myrtle’s meeting earlier in 
the novel? 
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